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Meeting Minutes

Construction Industry Cooperative Committee (CICC)

Town & Country Club

Wednesday, March 12, 2008
Attendees

	Rosemary McMonigal
	AIA MN

	Denise Woods
	AGC

	Dan McElroy
	Speaker

	Ken Stone
	AIA MN

	Bob DeBruin
	AIA MN

	Wally Neal
	Consultant

	Chris Colby
	AIA MN

	Jeff Loftsgaarden
	NECA

	Mark Adamson
	AGC

	Cliff Dunham
	AIA MN

	Gaylen Melby
	ACEC

	Greg Duerr
	ACEC


Call To Order
Co-chair Rosemary McMonigal called the meeting to order.

Minutes
The minutes of the February 13, 2008 meeting were emailed previously to the committee.  The minutes were MOVED, SECONDED AND CARRIED.
Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer’s Report for February was approved as presented. The CICC treasury balance as of 2/29/08 was $7,095.90.   

OLD Business  

· None
NEW BUSINESS

· Dan McElroy, commissioner of the Department of Employment and Economic Development addressed the group on the state’s current and future economic projects and challenges.
· The department was formed in July 2003 through the merger of the Department of Trade and Economic Development and the Department of Economic Security.
· More than a year ago, the department invited several thousand representatives from industry, education, manufacturing, citizen groups, community leaders, etc. to participate in eight focus groups.  Nine hundred of those invited attended meetings around the state.  Unfortunately, education was not strongly represented.
· Through those meetings, the department learned that people have several ongoing concerns, including keeping young people in outstate areas and minimizing their move to larger cities in order to encourage consistent population growth across the state; opportunities for a maturing workforce to continue working past traditional retirement ages; and the growing need for alternative fuels and energy sources.
· The department is concerned about the decreasing number of people entering trades and also the decreasing interest in professions requiring advanced math and science, such as engineering.  They are working on programs to involve middle and high school teachers to help them engage kids, especially minorities, in these subjects.
· The rising costs of health care and education are being addressed.
· There are numerous current and future projects around the state involving the mining of key minerals and metals and research into alternative fuel and energy resources, such as biofuels and wind energy.  Dan passed out a map (attached) which shows the locations and potential economic impact of several anticipated mining projects in northeastern Minnesota.
· The housing and financing decline has hurt the state but manufacturing exports are very strong.

· A merger of Northwest and Delta airlines could have a strong impact on the state, particularly since the new company’s headquarters would probably not remain here.  Northwest’s outstanding loan and lease payments would also be affected.

Calendar for Upcoming Meetings (subject to change based on speaker availability)
	April 9
	Observance of Minnesota’s 150th Anniversary - Jane Leonard, executive director of the Sesquicentennial Commission (Rosemary)

	May 14
	Central Corridor Rail Project – Rita Rodriguez, outreach coordinator with the Metropolitan Council (Mike K.)

	June 11
	Bob? Hoffman (Joe)

	July 9
	Meeting cancelled

	August 13
	MAC - Gary Warren or Denny Probst (Denise)

	September 10
	Minneapolis One Stop program

	October 8
	Mn/DOT’s future plans

	November 12
	???

	December 10
	Holiday lunch


Adjourned

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Denise Woods

AGC of Minnesota

March 14, 2008
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